
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

EASTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA * CRIMINAL NO. 18-259

V. * SECTION: E

RODNEY JAMES *

A ife A

FACTUAL BASIS

The defendant, RODNEY JAMES (JAMES) has indicated that he intends to plead guilty

as charged in Count One of the Indictment against him, that is, interference with a flight crew in

violation of 49 U.S.C. § 46504.

The United States and defendant JAMES do hereby stipulate and agree that the following

facts are true and correct and that, should this matter have proceeded to trial, the government would

have proven them beyond a reasonable doubt, through the introduction of competent testimony

and admissible tangible and documentary exhibits. This Factual Basis does not attempt to set forth

all of the facts known to the United States at this time. The limited purpose of this Factual Basis

is to demonstrate that there exists a sufficient legal basis for defendant JAMES's guilty plea. By

their signatures below, the parties expressly agree that there is a factual basis for the guilty plea

that the defendant will tender. The parties also agree that this Factual Basis may, but need not, be

used by the United States Probation Office and the Court in determining the applicable advisory

guideline range under the United States Sentencing Guidelines or the appropriate sentence under

18 U.S.C. § 3553(a).

On November 14, 2018 at approximately 9:45 p.m. Spirit Airlines, Flight NK 339 left Fort

Lauderdale, Florida bound for Los Angeles, California. After drinking alcohol, JAMES boarded

Flight NK 339. While onboard, JAMES ordered two more alcoholic beverages. After consuming
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